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Abstract

Amos' Prophecies against the Nations

Prof. Dr, Deuk-1l Shin

The readers may be curious to know why prophecies against
the nations made up the first major unit of the Book of Amos
(1:3-2:3). Certainly the literary arrangement would be useful
to give notice of rightfulness of imminent and unavoidable
judgement to Israel. However, the oracles against the nations
is not to be considered as a mere thetorical skill which is called
a rhetorical entrapment. The gist of the text is that the nations
surrounding Israel and Judah will pay the price for their atrocity
to the covenant people of God. Aram, Edom and Ammon
maltreated Israel and Judah but the referents of Philistines, Tyre
and Moab remain obscure. Yet, the fact that these nations resulted
in objects of divine judgement shows that they did not violate
universal law such as human rights but committed sins against
Israel and Judah. Thus, the oracles against the nations are rooted
in God’s promise to Abraham (Gen 12:3a). Yahweh punishes
the nations that treat his people cruelly. This is a comfort as

well as a warning to God’s people.

Keywords | Amos, judgement, exegesis, Abrahamic
promise, oracles
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2) Ibid., cxxxi, cxxxiii.



of2 A0 oi2ofl ofst A 265

e 8x5o] o] slE werky o ol thalAl SHPHM. Harar) e A

#7911} thgoll 2ASte] 1 I19] o A 7]9E Q]
o] B8-& Frhel AlglolLt Frje] AbEe] ot o Zrok Atz et
o FA s BEo] £3 B Bsl(122:6)% ohrse 27)
SIQUAIE Fol Shbehan Sk S5 SHHase) S Aol P e
AA AN SRR A Gol AT el B  9le
ARs BES Qi TR FAYAE B B9 volok @ A2
F430rks

74749 “defell et Hlg FJ Tt A el AlAE B Ale

=
o
>N
rlo
N
-1
o, 1A

o S ohzzs A4S A A5

> N ot —
N @ 2 g8
ol of A R (= o[

2
re
o
povy
o, o
kW r
=
__Oé
k1
£
2
re
o
re
—_>d',
it
o
il
rﬂ:ﬁ
N,
o
@
rlr
)

3) 2 19 miol A B S g Aol A AE AR HEngrtE 258
A=A 02 2 A 7fska 9Ltk S.M. Paul, “Amos 1:3-2:3: A Concatenous Literary Pattern,”
Journal of Biblical Literature 90 no. 4 (1971) 397; O. Eissfeldt, Einleitung in das Alte
Testament, Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1976, 540.

4) M. Haran, “The Rise and Decline of the Empire of Jeroboam ben Joash,” Vetus Testamentum
17, 1967, 172-78. ©] 9% 22 S FH b= A&l 3th: LH. Hayes, Amos,
Nashville: Abingdon, 1988, 52 - 55; F.I. Andersen and D.N. Freedman, Amos, The Anchor
Yale Bible, New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2008, 213, R.B. Dillard and T.
Longman II1, An Introduction to the Old Testament, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994, 375.

5) G.F. Hasel, Understanding the Book of Amos: Basic Issues in Current Interpretations, Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1991, 57-69.
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6) A. Bentzen, Introduction to the Old Testament, Copenhagen: G.F.C. Gad Publisher, 1961,
141.

7) A. Gelston, “Some Hebrew Misreadings in the Septuagint of Amos,” Vetus Testamentum 52
(2002) 493-500.

8) J.P. Lettinga, “Het gezeten-zijn van koning en rechter,” Reformatie 32 (1956-57) 360.
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9) W.E. Glenny, Finding Meaning in the Text: Translation Technique and Theology in the
Septuagint of Amos, Leiden: Brill, 2009, 157.
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12) Cf. R.B. Chisholm, Jr., Interpreting the Minor Prophets, Grand Rapids: Academie Books,
1990, 74.

13) R. Alter, The Art of Biblical Poetry, New York: Basic Books, 1985, 144. Partlow+= ¢ 7] 9]
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15) M. Weiss, “The Pattern of Numerical Sequence in Amos 1-2: A Re-Examination,” Journal
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16) BK. Smith & F.S. Page, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, New American Commentary 19B, Nashville:
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995, 47.

17) whae g} B35S vkt o] @) el 3k 4= 9t} “Sbennt, hi. ipf-energicum, 1, c. sg.
+suf. 3. m. sg.



w5 7R)E Ao Eh Ae] $9(Wolff); 2 =(Knierim); k<]
-/~ |(Hayes, Smith & Page); 4 ¥H(Gelderen, Garrett) 5.18) ©] 52| T2
S ou7} AR dYo] mpARH MAF-LS BEL gtk T
SolstA % vte(Barré)= B F3 AAS HellA L 7be s EdskaL
373¢] the &aEleF ool At <A E <ol AwH Ur‘j/}q
Ae 1 AR Bk e 2 UBkE shdAR EoleA] ¥

VAP 2 Wela i, olAS AR EAATK St e, 194
7 o] sio] JPYL 7PIelE ol2ete Fels G0 ofEske] Blo]
2 0] ks, of uAtel HAAE BASE A-AW o et
o e ARl Bulolx] e o Fue eujah Aol oL
o We| J70] Bol & gl AL AAZ x9S Wt opfel
B Age] BEY FELE RS sht ojFa Ad

18) Cf. H.W. Wolff, Joel and Amos: A Commentary on the Books of the Prophets Joel and Amos,
Hermeneia, Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1977, 153-54; Knierim, “T will not cause it to return’
in Amos 1 and 2,” in G. W. Coats and B. O. Long (ed.), Canon and Authority: Essays in Old
Testament Religion and Theology, Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977, 172-75; J.H. Hayes, Amos:
The Eighth-Century Prophet, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1988, 70-71; C. van Gelderen, Het
boek Amos, Kampen: Kok, 1933, 17; D.A. Garrett, Amos: A Handbook on the Hebrew Text,
Waco, Texas: Baylor University Press, 2008, 24-25.

19) 91 @0l ghiz Bz o] Aa= 27k AN ks R EE R s AR o] ofr o]
38543 5 QR o A ke 2 gl Aok 8 A vl st
of gk A7k Sle. 240 Uehukeo}e] o) Bl = 1510] AAAIR B 5 gl u

::

Al W E = HE B AL A fiALE 2 ol A FHe A1 o] st ‘%‘?ﬂfﬁ‘ﬁﬁ =
2 WE AL v tigh A gAE glvke Aol

20) M.L. Barré, “The Meaning of I’ *Sybnw in Amos 1:3-2:6," Journal of Biblical Literature 105/4
(1986) 611-31.



of2Ao| oZof ot AlE 271

4. 744 A%

Q

2
oiH
=
=
rok
ikl

#(1:3-5)

et R veAo R AgE ofghE “H e R ERslol ot
Bl A mukAl A\ ko) 2t A|kE BRE Aask wo) ARES e
AN A vl e WA ek AlER € BT opet E B
S 2t ARElo] ofias HYIEHS HopbiaA Z]sEol e

O

P& A7IAFIHA 2 opAQl BE-S FZAA7|AL Qle AP o= o] A
& dEapel Al sAFle] HE-S The)7lEt T 9417] kel
ot Ao g Bris} 87-15; 1032, 33; 137). B& o}~ o] ApHoR
He s Q2 ek st 137, Al 41:15; 1412, §F 3:12)3 1) i
g2 At E FA% AN 8-S 138 o eRReite 18S 2

k)

X

rH

obe] WP e o] BT o] AGHUTHLa). b

e AR Ak oblek AR Hel A4S e 31312 vhebd Aol
Y73 mojeEAE Bol £F 4 2o AxAe HH 5Ee
SR ALHIGIT o) AL ol2ehdle] 8T BA 38 FT o] o)

21) Wolft, Joel and Amos, 155.

22) "EpFfaitlol| 3@k oF3to] dadu = S A 08 22 g Ul Al e Aol =
W=t vl 2291 9= ElE st A ool Al 485 ek s A 24
Bit-Amukkani & EF2FEATE Abgholl | 2491 7 9-+= o 2 uh Foll Al A & E STk B
£ 4 & ebgslE A1« Cf. SM. Paul & FM. Cross, Amos: A Commentary on the Book
of Amos, Hermeneia, Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1991, 47.

¢

e
>



Aol ERE UhEIAE & 4 ek ol 2o Ve 2 AHITk=
THL ojwe) ¢ A& 29 Frjel 49 P& wAE Aotk
21:27:30), olAlok Altie] R 9 AFEIRE AN Aele A AEa
sedroleba Srky o714 Epaue] A7zl Shbd e kel st
BAFE 23} o] BE AL A BEA A9 Ak ofnAu sy
o AR WA AL ORI Qe BTR AN AoR Ak
Ak Ao]e20

(]

o
o,
o
=2
)
o
o>
rﬂ,
rlo
=

El
i
o>

A8l 715590 shd 7z <shatale]

B AL afele] $xg ojudi). A
Statale] 915 ardie] ool A o)E-S 7R oFs il slte) Als e
W FEE FAATHS 133, 24). ©] St} WISk o] elel ¢ ojso}
3tash o] mopne] Aol Ak ok 27} o] el T = o 2R ek 24
o] olghe FAAE Tl FUE Aolnt. ofgte] gxe o AldEdt
“SRAbedst ol kst A1o] o] Fow A 4 A IRITE) o] gz gt
Ao A olebrla st 1 8AES AHE Aolth(14b). o ZobiA
thll o] FE A5 o= AlRloh o] oS Frmelal &
A ek AoIeK(L:S5). o714 ARl o= Wl slHelo] yoseh (k2 Ah
AR Ee s OR Wshe Ao &k
ofdle] 7F zke A7} #old Aolehs Ho] Walg o

Hlth o 2 A& FAS T2 Al vig A xolr20

>

o
o
e,
©
off
A
>
o
3

-
rir
P
i
bR
ofl
ol

23) D.D. Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Babylonia, Lodon: Histories & Mysteries
of Man Ltd., 1989, 2:115, par. 233.

24) Paul & Cross, Amos, 48.

25) Cf. Wolff, Joel and Amos, 156.

26) A3 AN A E ol ek M gz vl] 1 9ol thale] 1S AT v o) 2%
7] e 4ol 21T | ek, LA o) M e e Sk ek e S0
2 RHE 02 o FH0IA AT AFE B AL 8 1) 2 Zloleha gk
DA 7 §EE B kY A As W eleka 8 5 gl



of2A0| oi2of ofst AlE 273

‘ol Fo7)e we <obe] 7| oleh sEelt] ofo] vhak ARA EHoIT),
O AL Mool A gu]=n, 1 e A2t wi= A 47l o]}

FAA ], 530 et ABe AL Al Az PR thel Al
ofgla} o ool 43k 7ol o] Aalehs WA o Agirh ofsls}

s
od.
o
s
L
ey
ol
v
=,

X
2
=
rol

O
_IZi
ro
=]
r 1
o
i
4
rir
g2
o
pot)
s
v

Jo 2 4o
2
a
=2
s
rir
vy
}<4)
=3
7
rl
ol
e
P
o
o
o
P

[kl
A
o,
[
ol
il
K3
%0,
rir
[
=
-9
3!
3
>
=
=
oiy
fo
v
b
>
8
o

U @8] A2 o]3te] SAARE AAF Fof o
Ho] J12QinE ks Aot ok o] FaE e O}W}EEO]
0471*1 SFE FLOR ofdJrkO:7). et 11 %ﬂ% A et shude
| EAA R el o2H ol Z}% e A= ElEFJ
Dh AT o] A2 o] atedlE o E%Elﬂﬁ% Zol| ulal
g = QT 28:68). o] Agke] HAA= FA 732@01] AAEA =
St & Elgst Wl do] vl A&l ANlEs 22 AlEftoprta
thel A 2AE SATHEE 169)29) shubdS dh ofgt ARES A2,
)l A 6H WA go] WHT of v 2 re® S EUn,
“op AN BT = EHS FAA I shbd e dEe e

(

3

27) D.A. Hubbard, Joel and Amos, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries 25, Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity Press, 1989, 138.

28) Cf. Chisholm, Interpreting the Minor Prophets, 78; F.E. Gaebelein (ed.), The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, Volume 7: Daniel and the Minor Prophets, Grand Rapids: Zondervan
Publishing House. 1986, 284.



7 AR B sk Aolth olhe syl WA e
H7kE A Fofof gtk

b. S2{4lof CHEt AEH1:6-8)

7P H= 1 ARIES] A F43 old s fsiM JdE wEE
Aoltk(1:6). 7Ph= YRI= T ]l BelAl AbEEo] Al il 124
T Fddel AR FrEARM FEAQ] 4TS sk T2 1A
0 BAIETE A4, AA4 T4l s EAIY 252 9714
Aalviele] =, A= HA ARE ol o2 Fopdr]= S
FARhE HE A melle2 2elEelHy] Bihs 0] s48AY

RS AFEA AP |, ofdlolof 22 AT RJS Aol o
42 TF U dlm2 olgs TEAte el B AY E vE
3ol 7] Sfelir 2 Aol ofgh QIRte] aks AAlskaL elskAl AEksk

o) wlsiA BelAe Qzbe] 71X AEg ofrae] g 59

Ao AFglo] 917k 2FGo} Aol Q= AT Holr}30) o fele

o] ot} 1 o] = sl
: 3

4
o] AFE Zol7] wEel dold Ads mHsfof & Aol &

29) H.J. Katzenstein, "Gaza,” in Anchor Bible Dictionary 2, 1992, 912.
30) Wolfft, Joel and Amos, 158.



of2A0| oi3ofl cfst A 275

ofw iz o] o1 & u) o] 2Thelal fr} WS Qo] FUE Aolrhan

ol Belalsh QUHF ZAA el olxzhelolt ik Aokt o) ()
137) 228 2700A 20] Lolwtg Holrka) Belale 376 frieh
ol ekl Aeg et B7|% ATkE 46). 5 Axke] RAH AWl B
EA7E ohel shbde] WAS Bk A Bedh shbdel Qb
Aol ek Aoltt,

=AY A ofgtat o] shbde] AR & HujAlo] ZHAL 4
7). o131 shbde] At o] FofA|= AN T4 S

SeaiH, oju] shd o] Eol 7kl aAlES A Zlolth 1] o] vk
7Pt Rt ke ] T shdS of A, ofaE B oS AASHIAT
3 A Fstalth(1:8a). 91714 AR 02 MY dlHE o] Tolposeh) T ‘P
ApehE S0 R S oJulgth3d) F of ko] FAARE ‘%S AP R BARIAL,
of~E RO 2 T He AR FHF oA HEYS o] FUTE 7ML
Zro] of AT Akl TRAlA] B0 2 28km A Kol QT3 ofaF
29 7 SR Atk B £ BolA daES AYrekes T Alvs)
Az shde] Agoll tigh 318e] fdolt) o)A o1 Zo' 11 THe
Ze|2lvths Zolvk 1 ZxE AdelA g Sl Algee]
H Al AYE o AEEHA

¢

O, m[n:

2% Roltk
el Aol that ARl ofgial o

o] MAo] 77 Fe]7h= 8o
k. A TS o2 F 2= WA

Q Aoleh &3] 4o

o

-HN _lz

31) Cf. SK. Lee, Election and Ethics: Ethical Basis of the Prophecy of Amos, Seoul: Dongbang,
2005, 117.

32) Stuart, Hosea-Jonah, 312.

33) Cf. AR. Hulst, "Sakan,” in E. Jenni and C. Westermann (ed.), Theological Lexicon of the
Old Testament, Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson Publishers, 1997, 1329.

34) A.C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1987, 92.



Ao BATHE 21:16). shbdS 3 Uehe] S354l0] ohue} FAR A
LS o] 1AIt) shubd o] Al EeAlo] wmeluulE g ZlnkEolut HA

ek o) el Al =) B vk Qs e AL 13t el
AYsolA o old SYH EAZ 8 2] 92 Aelhehat 11:5-10)
7)ol Ha FAZE Baldel tig ABelA et @ W A5
SH9ITHE AolThG 2:4; 9:57; 5 57). BelAle] 7 ofmse] ofelo]
9e A oF A4 W Foll e % ElFe el I SJs 4 7o)
ARG ohae T 7124 Sl tisi] Wk dogithh Az

ik Belse wpEEs) =)

A
25 4 =
o A AAEA 3 AR £85I Bl 203 Sk
@ %

8417] FHkS olnleKEthbaal)o] A5 GAMA
oJuf e T4 701 Aol A= A9 E &

A= TR} ol AAA ©91E T3Sk AATE3O T A= e
Al A EA S T Al A& Hw] Qo) F-6) 33k S At
T AATHA 26-28). 1 F9EF T szt o ujuigich o] 97t
Shee] Alute] lo] HQIek TRl thek = TRAjel] gk A} vlszst
t} 280 ‘BE AFEF2 AKwhole captives)S ol 5ol I 7S 7hALe}

—|—’

o
2
L%i
N
o,
>,
N
N
X
D)
rr
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400-06.
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